HILLCREST HAPPENINGS

OCTOBER, 2010

October has been very exciting! We celebrated 44 students running our school cross-country team, as well as our co-ed football team participating in the local tournament. Many thanks to all our staff who come out early mornings, lunch hour and after school to coach our teams.  Ted Winick has organized Chess Club during lunch hours on Thursdays, and already has about 40 students participating. Ms. Whitfield has initiated another year of leadership for our Hillcrest Playground Ambassadors, and this year we had more students than ever volunteering to assist peers with conflict resolution and problem solving on the playground.  Ms. Ling has once again facilitated the Hillcrest newspaper, and Ms. Poffenroth is inspiring our students with another year of solar inventions. Once again, Mr. Brinsmead and Ms. Morris are directing our keen performers in Theatre Club. The excitement is already mounting for our spring performance. Please see the attached co-curricular schedule for the fall term for more detailed information.
Hillcrest School had the honour of being chosen to be in Director’s Annual Report due to our ongoing dedication and work in the area of solar and environmental learning. Several students, as well as Ms. Poffenroth and Mr. D’India were interviewed for this prestigious journal. 

Our grade 6 students are very excited about going to the Island Natural Science School on October 27. It’s a wonderful opportunity for outdoor education, as well as being away from home with friends! Thanks to Ms. Wilson, Mr. McKeown, Mr. Remisch and Ms. Rose for accompanying and supervising our students. 

Mr. Roblin has begun a new program of instrumental music for our students this year. Our younger students are using Orff instruments, while our older students are learning to play the recorder, often accompanied by Orff instruments. Both the primary and junior choirs are continuing, and we look forward to our Winter Concert on December 8.
We would like to formally welcome Ms. Courtney Peck to our Hillcrest staff. Ms. Peck is teaching our afternoon kindergarten in room 102, and has already established a safe, creative and warm learning environment. She is a great addition to our kindergarten team. 

Each year schools are asked to establish a School Improvement Plan which reflects our academic and community goals for the year. The staff and I make decisions informed by data from various sources. I will be sharing our School Improvement Plan at the next School Council meeting in November. We are happy to report that our EQAO scores improved in all areas in both the primary and junior divisions last year. While we are celebrating this achievement, the results continue to inform our teaching practice to improve student success.

Halloween is just around the corner! This year we are holding our annual parade at 1:00 on Friday, October 29, winding our way from our school to the Hillcrest Rehab Hospital on Austin Terrace. Parents are welcome to join us, take pictures and enjoy the parade. Please note that if you do not wish your children to take part in Halloween activities, we will be providing a fun alternative at school during the parade. Please inform your child’s teacher if you would prefer your child not participate. 

The Hillcrest staff would like to formally welcome our new School Council co-chair, Rob Jagodkin who joins our current chair, Hayely Britton. Many thanks to our outgoing chair, Kerry Wood for her dedication and support to our community. 

Parent Resources: Please note the following resources that you may find useful when assisting your child with learning at home. I welcome any resources that parents find useful and would like to include them in each issue of the Hillcrest Happenings. Please email them to me at nancy.lerner@tdsb.on.ca Thank you.

Websites- keyboarding practice- www.bbc.co/uk/schools/typing/flash/stage1.shtml
www.blackdogs4kids.com/games/wordmeister/index.html
www.freerice.com- a great site for vocabulary development that contributes to feeding children around the world.
Books/Articles of interest to parents- Dr. Leonard Sax- Boys Adrift, The Five Factors Driving the Growing Epidemic of Unmotivated Boys and Underachieving Young Men; Girls on the Edge

Dr. Gabor Mate- Scattered Minds, A New Look at the Origins and Healing of ADD

More information/research about boys learning can be found in the October issue of McLean’s Magazine, as well as recent articles in the Globe and Mail.
Multiplication facts- helping at home: memorizing the times tables is an important skill and will help with automaticity needed for higher level math. Practicing even 10 minutes a day will be very helpful. Please speak with your child’s teacher if you would like some strategies.
Community News- Our kindergarten classes are looking for the following items: a round table and chairs, and gently used area rug, and any building toys, such as Lego, Tinkertoys, etc. that you may be willing to donate. Thank you.

Lost and Found- If any parent(s) are willing and able to manage the ever-growing collection of lost and found articles, we’d be very grateful. Please let our school council chairs know.

Flu season- The flu season is now upon us, and we have a growing number of staff and students who are already unwell. Please keep your child at home if they are sneezing a lot, coughing, have diarrhea, stomach aches, fever. Public Health asks that children are fever free at home for 24 hours before returning to school. Additionally, we will call home if your child is not feeling well, even if they want to stay at school. Thank you for your assistance in this important matter. Please also remember to call the school if your child is ill, and please sign them out in the office if you are picking them up during the day.

Hillcrest website- Thanks to Andrea Wilson, Karen Maxwell, Jane Gotlib and Joyce Grant, our website will be up and running soon. A memo will be forwarded to you letting you know the launch date. If you do not have access to a computer, please let your child’s teacher know and we will continue to forward hard copies of notes. Thanks.

UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES:

October 29- Halloween Parade- 1:00 p.m., weather permitting

November 2- Photo retakes and sibling photos

November 11- Remembrance Day Assembly- 10:45- parents welcome-very limited seating

November 15- Report cards home

November 18- Parent/Teacher interview evening

November 19- NO SCHOOL- parent/teacher interview day

Have a happy and safe Halloween!

Nancy Lerner
Principal
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